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Our Mission statement |

The specific purpose of the Hollywood Japanese Cultural In-
stitute is to preserve, share, and promote the Japanese and

Japanese American culture and heritage through education,
cultural programs, and activities.

President’s Message Dear Members and Friends: Happy New Year! Year of monkey

| would like to wish everyone a Happy and prosperous year. With everyone helping we will look for-
ward to a new year. There will be projects that we will be working on such as; extending the fence
on the Northwest side of the property adjacent to Juanita St. Our goal is to give a little better securi-
ty between the sidewalk and the center at night. Also we are thinking of purchasing new AC sys-
tems to cool down the Social Hall on the hot days. | am very concerned about the elderly members
having to sit in such hot facility just to name a few. Also we have painted the inside and did a nice
clean up job on the inside. Thanks to the volunteers who helped. Lastly, If you have any ideas or
concerns please feel free to come to our board meetings every 1° Monday of every month.
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Thank you, Brian Yamasaki, President of HJCI

< Community Topics > @Facility use : Our Main Events 2016
classrooms, annex building and social hall are availa- | New Year’s Party: 2-13 Sat. 4pm
ble to use. For more info, call Asao Masumiya at (310) *Movie Night: 3-19 Sat. 5 -7:30pm
413-6220  Please visit our website “Hollywood JCI” | 5 Japanese Credit Test 4—

for our activities and the_ I:atest news. *Spring Pancake: 4 —24 Sun. 8-11am
http:/lwww.hollywoodijci.org/ *Fall Pancake: 9 —25 Sun. 8-11am
Hollywood Japanese Language School *Udon Night: 11-12 Sat. 3-7pm
“| et’s speak Japanese!” *Gakuen’s Mochitsuki: 12-3 Sat.10am
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* Learn how to communicate with Japanese people

+ Learn about Japanese traditional and sub culture ' '

+ Learn from experienced teachers at a modest price -+ Small class size ':f

% Children class (age 6 ~)
% Credit Test for High School students: Students could earn high
school foreign language credit.
% Adult /High School Student Class: Everyone is welcome!
Saturday morning 8:45—12:15 pm
% Night class (new): Adult Beginners’ Class will start soon!
Monday night. 6:30-9:30 pm (Please call 818-708-2871 )
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=-Textbooks: “Yasashii Nihongo”, “Japanese for busy people”, “Marugoto” and others.

“Gakuen’s100th Anniversary Book” Thank you very much for your support. It is available now.
We will distribute the book on Feb. 13 at HICI’'s New Year Party.
For more info, please call Kuwahara at 818-708-2871 or mail: hkuwahara@socal.rr.com




AIKIDO DOJO (&%383E48) Summer Aikido Semin._ar in Los AngeIg's

2015 was an excellent year for Aikido
Kenkyukai Los Angeles. Our adult member-
ship grew greatly from the previous year, cre-
ating a great training environment and strong
foundation for future growth.

In May, we hosted Daiyu Takeda Sensei, a 6th
dan from Japan, who brought his dynamic, en-
ergetic Aikido to a weekend seminar with our :
head teacher, Lia Suzuki Sensei, also 6th dan. In August, we held another seminar with Lia Suzuki
Sensei and Dirk Muller Sensei from Hamburg, Germany. In addition to full days of fun and sweaty
training, we enjoyed showing our guests around Los Angeles and exposing many of our newer stu-
dents to the ideas of other instructors, expanding their understanding of Aikido.

2016 looks equally exciting for the dojo. Over Memorial Day weekend, we'll be welcoming back Mul-
ler Sensei for a seminar with Suzuki Sensei and this time lkeda Sensei from Boulder, Colorado. At
the end of August, we're honored to be hosting a 20th Anniversary Seminar and Celebration with
Yoshinobu Takeda Shihan, 8th dan, and head of our international organization. Takeda Shihan will
be traveling all the way from Japan. Takeda Shihan saw great potential with the formation of Aikido
Kenkyukai Los Angeles and taught a seminar in the summer of 2014 for our Grand Opening.

L.A. Daiku(FLZzHEKH>E)

L.A. Daiku is an active choral group all year long.
Every December, interested members and choral
friends attend “Messiah Sing-Along Concert” at
Walt Disney Concert Hall. It was fun and exciting
to sing Messiah with the world famous orchestra
“L.A. Phil” at the magnificent hall. On January 10,
2016, we had the 5" New Year's Daiku Concert at §
Aratani Theatre. The consul general of Japan and
his wife were among the audience. We performed
“Fukushima Requiem” as the 5" Memorial of the
Tohoku Earthquake and Disaster. We also performed our main repertoire Beethoven’s Ninth, “Ode
to Joy” with L.A. Daiku Orchestra conducted by Jeffrey Bernstein, L.A. Daiku’s Artsitic Director. We
are planning to have a Spring Concert “the Tender Spring” at Altadena Community Church in
Altadena on April 16, 2016. We will perform a suite of Japanese four seasons songs “Furusato no
Shiki”. Everybody is welcome to join the concert. Our mission is to sing for “Peace and Love.” You
are welcome to join our rehearsal on every Tuesday night at 6:30pm.

Hollywood Buddhist Church (HBC): A Century in Hollywood

On Nov. 1%, 2015, over 150 HBC members, friends, past and present ministerial advisors celebrat-
ed a special centennial commemorative service and Eitaikyo sangha memorial service in the HJCI
Social Hall. HBC has held services in the historic hall since 1936 (with an interruption of several
years during WW |l with the incarceration of Japanese Americans on the west coast). Eitaikyo is a

Japanese Buddhist observance that remembers and honor late members and loved ones. —



The service was officiated by Rev. Kodo Umezu,
bishop of Buddhist Churches of America, who
traveled from San Francisco for the event and
L.A. Hompa Hongwaniji Buddhist Temple
(LAHHBT) ministers, Rimban William Briones
and Rev. Koho Takata (HBC advisor). Several
other former Rimbans and ministers also partici-
pated in the service.

Following the service, a luncheon was held at
the main Temple in Little Tokyo, catered by re-
nowned chef Akira Hirose, HBC member and -
owner of Maison Akira in Pasadena. Guests were entertained by classical Japanese dancers, in-
cluding former HBC members, of Fujima Kansuma Kai, and vocalist, Hiroko Hirayama.

The Councilmember for the Hollywood District 13, Mitch O’Farrell, presented a certificate of con-
gratulations and a warm congratulatory message. O’Farrell acknowledged HBC and its members
dedication and commitment to the community.

HBC wishes to thank Mayor Garcetti’s representative, Youmee Ha, for presenting a certificate of
congratulations, and Congressman Adam Schiff for providing a congratulatory video and American
Flag in honor of HBC’s centennial. Additionally, many congratulatory letters were received from
President Obama and several Japanese American political representatives.

HBC and its mother temple, LAHHBT, thank our former advisors, community members, guests, and
business leaders for celebrating this remarkable milestone.

(If anyone is interested receiving a copy of HBC’s 100" Anniversary Program book, contact asao at
(310) 413-6220 or asaomas@gmail.com)

Jodoin Buddhist Temple of California (¥ 15z)

Jodoin is a local temple that is providing services in Pure Land Bud-
dhism at the Hollywood JCI on the third Sunday of each month.
Jodoin can trace its history back to 1936, when the late Bishop Reikai
Nozaki first established Jodoin in Little Tokyo. Jodoin has continuous-
ly provided Pure Land Buddhism to the community since its founding.

Services are conducted in both English and Japanese and everyone
is welcome to attend.  Refreshments are served after the service.

Contact: Kent Kawai at mkawaiusa@netscape.net or (310) 433-4314
Hollywood Judo Dojo (/Y U v FEiEES)

Hollywood Judo Dojo finished 2015 in strong fashion. Most notably, we took home gold at the Gold-
en State Team Championship and the Nanka Team Tournament, making us the #1 senior black belt
club in the State. This generated positive momentum heading into 2016. We are currently training
harder than ever with renewed focus and goals.

In October, the Swedish Judo Team for the Special Olympics visited our dojo for an evening of fun
training. A TV crew from Sweden was on hand to film the events of that evening to broadcast on
Swedish national TV. Our dojo has strong ties to Sweden, and we were honored to have Rikard
Almlof sensei visit us again to host a clinic.

The Women's Self Defense Class in September concluded successfully. Due to positive response,
we hosted another class in December, and we now have another class scheduled for February. We
are delighted this has become a recurring class. Continues to the next page —



We are in the process of establishing an after school
program for local teens. Through this non-profit pro-
gram, we hope to give back to the community by intro-
ducing judo to a new audience. We will have updates
on this program in the next newsletter.

Lastly, we are proud to announce the promotion of
Head Instructor, Gary Freeman sensei to 6-dan (6th
degree black belt). Gary sensei began his judo journey
in 1949, and has been our Head Instructor since 2010.
Also our invulnerable Head Coach, Philippe Morotti
sensei was promoted to 4-dan. Philippe sensei has
been instrumental in our growth since joining us in 2010.
www.hollywoodjudo.com

Karate (IAIEEE TR ZE FiES)
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Classes: Monday & Friday 8 -9pm. For more info. contact Yuki Otaka at (818)-618-6161
' Gardener's Association (/' —5 7 —#4&)
Meeting: 1st Friday of month except on holiday.

Contact: Brian Yamasaki (323) 661-1649 email: byama@sbcglobal net

Nagauta shamisen and voice ensemble Class (FEPHZEEE)
This year, Fuji Japanese Music celebrates the third year in
CA. In 2016, we started with the performance at the New Year Luncheon of
Chado Urasenke. The next performance will be at Monterey Park in April.
fujijapanesemusic@gmail.com, http://fujijapanesemusic.org/
Phone: 805-6207287

Yoga (35 + 7 5 X) Class is open to people of all ages!
The class focuses on breathing and toning/sculpting your muscles throughout your
entire body. The class is low-impact although highly enjoyed by those who partici-
pate. Contact: Takako Sato at (310) 387-4904 Get fit and have fun!

Practice: Wed. 7:00 — 8:30 PM

Kimono Remaking Gathering (EF#% YU A1 7 ®%) Sat: 1—2:30 pm
Let's make an Elegant Party Dress from Old Kimono!!! Do you have old Kimono in
your closet? Can you use sawing machine? Let's get together and remake kimono
to something useful and beautiful. 2atr > TV 3 EH TEREIEY TEAL», BETHEEZH
LE>TLRLT, =V H 2 MeREEVEL X D,

For more info: Kazuko Ueda at (818) 880-5959.
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BUILDING & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Have you noticed anything different with the exterior look of the So-
cial Hall (our original building)? Look closely. It has a fresh coat of
paint! Due to the extent of work required, a painting crew was hired B
to patch the cracks, apply a primer and finish coat. The work was
completed in time for Hollywood Buddhist Church’s 100" Commem- £
oration service on Nov. 1%, 2015.

Work continues on increasing the height of the wrought iron fencing : ST
and concrete pilasters on the west side of the property along Juanita Ave. The purpose of this work
is to discourage trespassers from hopping the fence and gate area. Under the direction of Tok
Chida, the work has gradually progressed. Tok has probably putin a 100 hours of work on this
project - welding extensions to each of the vertical pieces, including the 2 metal gates is time and
labor intensive. With help of his neighbor, each section, about 8’ in length, was removed so that
Tok could complete the tedious welding work at his home. After Tok completes the tedious welding
work, volunteers help to reattach the 8 sections to the concrete pilasters. Volunteers who are as-
sisting and have assisted with this major project, include Masao, John and Takashi Yoshida, Hideo
Kuwahara, Aaron Brown, Wayne Kohatsu, and Asao Masumiya. Thank you, Tok, and thanks to all
of you helping hands!

Thanks also to our dedicated caretakers, Keiko and Jorge Sandoval who
4 are on duty 7 days a week maintaining our buildings, landscape, and
grounds. They make sure that each of the 3 buildings are clean and

. ready for each class and event. Let’s continue to do our part as well to
‘take proper care of our HJCI facilities.

Donations October 2015 to January 2016 - Thank You!

Monetary: Nanci Nishimura in honor of her Nisei Auntie, Ayako Fujikawa,
who grew up in the Hollywood area prior to and after the Japanese American incarceration during
World War Il.

Asao and Kim Masumiya toward painting of the Social Hall exterior.

Jonako Donley, Nanka Judo Association, HBC, and Daiku for special facility use.

Donation of material and goods: Coast Produce for the Fall Udon fund raising event; Yoshiharu
Okumoto drinks; Tok Chida toward wrought iron fence work;

*HJCI is a 501¢c3 nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible.

< Free workshops (Financial Planning)>
Place: Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (1964 W 162nd St, Gardena).
Parking is free. Please call at 213-473-3035 to reserve an appointment.

4 Estate and Financial Planning Feb. 6 Sat. 2-3:30 pm

An expert will make a presentation on Estate Planning as a tool to eliminate uncer-
tainties and to maximize the value of the estate. The program will be presented in English with sim-
ultaneous interpretation in Japanese.

One session with a financial planner Mar. 5 Sat. 2-4:30 pm
LTSC is working with the Foundation for Financial Planning to offer free one-on-one sessions with
professionals from the Financial Planning Association. There will be a limited number of 30-minute

sessions. (From LTSC Newsletter) — Continues to Japanese version
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B Help Stop the Pending Sale of Keiro

Keiro Senior HealthCare, better known simply
as Keiro, has quietly negotiated the sale of all
four of its properties to Pacifica Companies, a
private real-estate firm. Pacifica is only guaranteeing one year at the current establlshed fees for
residents of Keiro, after which the fee may increase at whatever rate they decide. Additionally,
Pacifica has only committed to a 5 year period as far as maintaining the facilities for elderly care,
after which they reserve the right to do whatever is in their best interest. Interestingly, their philoso-
phy is to “always strive to achieve the greatest returns to the company while maintaining diversifica-
tion and substantial liquidity, as well as minimizing risk to Pacifica’s and our partners’ capital.”

Seniors in residence at the various Keiro facilities are now at risk of losing their home, a place they
were assured would be safe for the remainder of their lives. Detailed information leading up to the
sale has not been readily available to the public, and meetings to discuss the future of the residents
has been restricted to those who currently reside at their facilities. As such, local volunteers have
established the Ad Hoc Committee to Save Keiro to protect the future well being of the elderly
group.

The goals of the committee are to ensure the future of our Japanese-American citizens who are
residents of this important facility: to convince the Attorney General to stop this sale; to compel the
Keiro Board to have a public forum where questions, issues, and concerns can be voiced and an-
swered; and for Keiro to give full access to all records surrounding the sale of the facilities to Pacifi-
ca, which they are obligated to provide being a non-profit organization.

But the Ad Hoc Committee to Save Keiro can’t do it alone and implores your help. We need every-
one to petition both Keiro and the Attorney General to show the level of support and concern by the
community regarding this sale. This site is designed to make this as convenient as possible.

But time is running short. The sale may close at any time so we must get the Attorney General to
act, and act NOW! As an individual, you may feel one voice is too little to be heard. But collectively,

we can make a difference. (Source: http://savekeiro.org/)
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[LINorman Mineta speaks out to oppose the sale of senior facilities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhtI9q4uxJY

Community meeting on January 23 at the Centenary United Methodist

Church in Little Tokyo.- - - - -

For three hours, more than 20 people spoke out their concerns about

current and future conditions of Keiro facilities which serve about 600 <o

seniors. More than 200 people including Robert Sumner, Special Counsel for Legislation of Callfor-

nia State Department of Justice, from Sacrament, attended the public meeting.

Former U.S. cabinet member Norman Mineta, 84-year-old, appeared in the meeting and spoke out

as following:...... | have always taking interest in housing issues and also taking positions on my

jobs that to speak out for those who are under representative or not representative at all......

.. | try to listen all explanations about buy and close of Keiro. None of them seems to make any
sense.......... | will like to let my voice to oppose the closing Keiro and help and support residences
and trying to make it sure proper thought is given to all issue. In this morning, | had talked with Con-
gress member Judy Chu. | will also be in touch with Attorney General Kamala Harris. So | am proud
to be with you here today and proud to join all of you speaking out to save Keiro.

(Source:Cultural News Video 2016)
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m “Movie Night”: March, 19th(Sat) 5 -7:30pm

[RA - %0 2DEZE | (SEED the life of the “Rice King” and his Kin)
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In Dos Palos, a small town with big farm lands, in San Jaquin Valley in Central California, there is
the oldest family-owned and operated rice farm called the “Koda Farms.” The founder of the Koda
Farms is originally from Iwaki city, Fukushima, Japan, boarn in 1882. His name is Keisaburo Koda,
who was widely known amongst Japanese Americans as the “Rice King” whose throne has been
carried on by his grandchildren, Ross and Robin. This documentary is about perseverance, persis-
tence, and passion of the Koda Farms through various hardships since the 1920’sand also a tribute
to Keisaburo, the original seed of the Koda Farms. Trailer: https://vimeo.com/1416345697?
from=outro-embed

WYHZavsk (F—7=v7) OWFELHLET,
Koda Rice (organic) will be sold at “movie night”.




2016 SCHEDULE OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES (20164F B D EHI i Eh)

ACTIVITY (FIfk4n /8% 5E)

DAY/TIME (/H o & pliEE))

Acting Dojo (777 4 > 7« 77 T )
Contact: Dom Magwiili

The class is temporary closed
email: dmagwili@yahoo.com

Aikido Dojo (A%uH)
Contact: (424) 209-2083 call/text

Thursday: Children:4:30 p.m.
Tweens & Teens: 5;30 p.m. Adult:6:30 p.m.
website: www.AikidoLosAngeles.org

L.A. Daiku (LAZEJL)
Contact: Yasumasa (Yasu) Tanano (310) 625-4222

Tuesday: 6:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.
email: tanachin99@aol.com
website: www.ladaiku.org

Gardeners' Association (H—5 F—#14&)
Contact: Brian Yamasaki (323) 661-1649

1st Friday of month except on holiday
email: byama@sbcglobal.net

Hollywood Buddhist Church (/~V 7~ FIAZZ)
Contact: Asao Masumiya (310) 306-7463

Family services once a month, officiated by a
reverend from the L.A. Betsuin
email: asaomas@amail.com

Japanese Language School U 7 v K[
Contact: Kuwahara (818) 708-2871

Saturday: 8:45 am — 12:15 pm
hkuwahara@socal.rr.com (Sat.) (323) 664-2070

Jodoin (¥4 +:Bit)
Contact: Kent Kawaii(310) 371-0321

3¢ Sunday of month
email: mkawaiusa@netscape.net

Hollywood Judo Dojo (/~U ¥ v NFiHE ;)
Contact: hollywoodjudo@gmail.com

Mon, Wed., Fri, Sat. 7:30 — 9:30 p.m.
website: http://hollywoodjudo.com/

Karate ()\Uw FIATEERZE TEY5)
Contact: Yuki Otaka (818) 618-6161

Monday & Friday: 8 — 9 p.m.

Nagauta shamisen and voice ensemble class
(EPH#=8) Contact: 805-620-7287,

Sat. afternoon 3 times a month
email: fujijapanesemusic@gmail.com,

Yoga (= 7 Contact: Takako Sato (310) 390-3244

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Kimono Remaking Gathering E#)V A4 7 D%
contact Kazuko Ueda at (818) 880-5959

Saturday: 1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
email:kueda279@yahoo.com

2016
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YAMAGUCHI TERMITE CONTROL SERVICE

INSPECTION AND ESTIMATES

PAUL K. YAMAGUCHI
LICENSED OPERATOR

(323)663-1161
FAX (323)663-1733
EMAIL: PYAMAGUCHI@EARTHLINK.NET

318 No. WesTMORELAND AVE.
Los AnGELEs, CALIF. 90004

Akira Hirose

Chef/Owne

|maison‘
TR T}

713 East Green St.

! Pasadena, CA 91101

(626) 796-9501 tel
(626) 796-0061 fax

www.maisonakira.net

Miles Ichinose

Beauty Salon
MARO

1804 N. HILLHURST
LOS ANGELES, CA 90027

PHONE
(323) 666-1986

(310) 977-0907
Fax (800) 934-5077
Lic.# 576123
BODY WORK ON TOYOTA
FOREIGN AND DATSUN
DOMESTIC CARS % SPECIALISTS
I

zeuer[y Auto xoofy

3639 WEST TEMPLE ST., L.A., CALIF. 90004

MAKINO

MICK o i
ELIGIO TEL:(323) 661-9902
STEPHANIE FAX:(323) 661-7511

~:SolarCity

Eric Sanson (Site Surveyor Coordinator)

C: 559-554-6156, E: esanson@solarcity.com

LIC#888104 SolarCity Corporation

5375 West San Fernando Rd.
Los Angeles, CA 90033
888.50L.CITY

Gakuen’s associate

Hardwood Floors LA Inc.
Remodels = Additions
Hardwood Floors
www.HardwoodFloorsLA.com

www.BuildSoCal.com
Raymond Nakamura (323) 646-6100
Insured, worker's comp LicEF B5mga4
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Sothebys

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Judy Dionzon
GRI, SRES’, CNE
CalBRE# 00282386

1801 North Hillhurst Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90027
€ 323.394.2330 h 323.663.7648 * n u H s E H v

Gunset

judy.dionzon@sothebyshomes.com sothebyshomes.com/socal
Operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc.

(N0 CARPET (LRANIN

810) 597-8267
VICTOR PLUMBING SERVICE | ( ) 24 HRS. EMERGENCY SERVICE
C-36 PLUMBING CONTRACTOR | ‘“"'#'E'} 3#5;%5%%
LIC.#762657 ® OFFICE 310 818 6435 e g O (ve i WATER DAMAGE,
ALL PLUMBING ® ALLPREFECTURES | ‘L. Jhwmy SOFA m&

REPAIR RATE £€55.00 MINIMUM PER HOUR

@) jopanese american

com COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

-

-~

L
-

&ﬁw&y lhe o‘r&aﬁaf&/ needs af our members simee 7957

(323) 731-9358 +« (310) 328-8286
JAComCU.org « Facebook.com/jacomcu .@

Federally Insured by NCUA. [ noua |
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2016 Membership Drive

Please complete and return the Membership application through your organization or directly to
HJCI via mail or mailbox on southwest side of the Social Hall at the bottom of the steps.

Membership fees help to support our operating costs. Thanks for your support!

Hollywood Japanese Cultural Institute
39290 Middlebury Street, Los Angeles, CA 90004
Contact: Brian Yamasaki (323) 661-1649 or Asao Masumiyva (310) 413-6220
Website: http://www.hollywoodjci.org e-mail: hollywoodjci@yahoo.com

2016 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL AND APPLICATION
Annual Membership: $20 per family

Please check one
O NEW
[0 RENEWAL
[0 CHANGE OF ADDRESS

PLEASE PRINT
LAST NAME FIRST NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE PHONE
( ) -
OTHER WAYS TO CONTACT YOU CELL PHONE E-MAIL
( ) -
EMERGENCY CONTACT RELATIONSHIP |EMERGENCY CONTACT PHO
Please notify: ( ) -
FAMILY MEMBERS

1
2
3.
4

~:JI

Please check M  Organization(s) you and your family belongs to:

[0 Aikido [0 Karate

[ Gardeners' Association [0 LA Daiku

[ Hollywood Buddhist Church [0 Nagauta Shamisen & Voice
[] Japanese Language School [ Yoga

[] Jodoin [] Kimono remaking

[0 Other:

[ Cash

[ Check no:
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